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"The intimate, unpretentious talk about familiar songs will grab readers, who will want to find out

more about the inspiring history." â€” BOOKLIST (starred review)Ever since she was a little girl

attending three different churches, poet Nikki Giovanni has loved the spirituals. Now, with the

passion of a poet and the knowledge of a historian, she paints compelling portraits of the lives of her

ancestors through the words of songs such as "Go Down, Moses" and "Ainâ€™t Got Time to Die,"

celebrating a people who overcame enslavement and found a way to survive, to worship, and to

build.
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With her opening words, author Nikki Giovanni imparts truth needed by all readers as a context for

the spirituals. "We say that the slavers went to Africa to get the slaves, which is far from true. The

slavers went to Africa to get Africans to make them slaves."How did free people, with their own

cultures, their own families, their own everything survive and remain sane when overpowered and

raped of everything? Captured and ruptured, how did they survive and even thrive?Giovanni,

award-winning author of "Rosa," and University Distinguished Professor at Virginia Tech, provides a

core answer. It was through the co-created, spontaneous spirituals by which African Americans

proclaimed, "I'm a child of God!"As her aptly chosen subtitle suggests, "On My Journey Home"



looks at African American history through the spirituals. Giovanni takes her readers on a journey

from capture, to auction block, to daily hardships, escape, community building, the Invisible

Institution, Sunday worship, heavenly hope, Emancipation, the Fisk Jubilee Singers, the present,

and even to the future.Giovanni makes the vital point that we sing the slave spirituals as "cute

children's songs," forgetting the depth, the pain, the passion, and the meaning that drove their

creation and their singing. Build through the blending of Old Testament deliverance themes, New

Testament redemption themes, and the pressing need for shared hope, these songs of Christian

faith were anything but cute, though they did evidence the trusting faith of a child in a good

Father.Nor were these songs "polite." Often, subtly so, they challenged the hypocrisy of their

Christian masters with words such as "Everybody talkin' `bout heaven ain't going there."Giovanni

has it right.

While researching the 'Spirituals' I came across this book at the library. This is a recent publication

(2007). It contains lyrics to some truly beautiful worship songs sung by African slaves in the US. The

accounts of the lives of slaves written here help us today to grasp the magnitude of this part of

history. Slavery still exists in many parts of the world. Why humans turn against other humans can

only be explained by the Bible's teaching of sinful human nature. We need to stretch to empathize

with these people and their recovery process.Unfortunately, some things in this book are not

accurate.Ms. Giovanni states that the God of the Bible is not just, but merciful. This is untrue. If you

read the Bible you learn that this God is just AND merciful. He is not more merciful than he is just.

Also, He is not more just than he is merciful. He is perfectly merciful and perfectly just; equally. This

is a common false teaching. God's justice was satisfied with Jesus' sacrifice of himself as a

substitue. He paid the cost for people. It's not like God said, "Oh, never mind, forget it." His mercy is

evidenced by his own provision for a substitute when people did not deserve it by their own doing.

That's what grace is; love that is undeserved. The Gospel story is the perfect combination of God's

mercy AND justice.Also, history teaches us that Africans learned about the God of the Holy Bible

from their captors. This author suggests Africans held to Christian beliefs before contact with white

people, as evidenced by the content of their songs. Was the Gospel spread throughout Africa and

already a cultivated belief? Are our textbooks wrong? I know there was a man from Ethiopia

mentioned in the book of Acts. Could this be true? Please share.

On My Journey Now: Looking at African-American History Through the Spirituals Spirituals for Two:

9 Vocal Duets on Traditional Spirituals for Concerts, Contests, Recitals, and Worship (For Two

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/06Z4x/on-my-journey-now-looking-at-african-american-history-through-the-spirituals.pdf?r=tFdIYVii3O5w6of2RQj9xEgC8VICjVWBsqeOU3y8Dh0%3D


Series) All Night, All Day: A Child's First Book of African-American Spirituals Soul Praise: Amazing

Stories Behind the Great African American Hymns and Negro Spirituals African American Heritage

Hymnal: 575 Hymns, Spirituals, and Gospel Songs Lift Every Voice: The History of African

American Music (The African American History Series) African Masks Coloring Book: A Coloring

Book Featuring Over 30 Images Inspired By Traditional African Masks,Cultural History,Folk Art

Coloring Book,African Art Decor African Rhythm and African Sensibility: Aesthetics and Social

Action in African Musical Idioms Senior Moments: Looking Back, Looking Ahead Wild Ones: A

Sometimes Dismaying, Weirdly Reassuring Story About Looking at People Looking at Animals in

America Cengage Advantage Books: Looking Out, Looking In Looking Out Looking In, 13th Edition

Looking Out, Looking In, 13th Edition (Available Titles CourseMate) Cengage Advantage Books:

Looking Out, Looking In, 14th Edition Looking Out, Looking In African American Haiku: Cultural

Visions (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) Discipleship for African

American Christians: A Journey Through the Church Covenant American Negro Songs: 230 Folk

Songs and Spirituals, Religious and Secular (Dover Books on Music) The Books of the American

Negro Spirituals Journey Through Bavaria (Journey Through series) 

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

